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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 10/10/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant states (see pages 15-16 of the Remarks) "Independent claim 1 is 
amended as shown to include recitations from its former dependent claims 10 and 12, with 
claims 10 and 12 now canceled herein without prejudice. More particularly, claim 1 as 
amended herein recites, inter alia, "determining a time period over which said signal- 
strength of said finger assignment satiates said second signal-strength threshold" and 
"wherein said finger assignment is allowed to be deassigned if said time period fails to 
satiate a time threshold." 

These amendments to claim 1 correspond to the embodiment described, for 
example, on page 15, line 10 etseq. with reference to Figure 3 of the present application. 
There is provided a "time period" over which the "signal-strength of said finger 
assignment satiates said second signal-strength threshold" and therefore the finger 
assignment may be prevented from being deassigned. However, claim 1 adds the condition 
that the finger assignment is allowed to be deassigned if the time period (over which the 
signal-strength of said finger assignment satiates said second signal-strength threshold) 
fails to satiate a "time threshold." Such features and other disclosed features are intended 
to prevent perturbations in the signal from causing unnecessary assignment or unnecessary 
deassignment. Stated in another way, even though the signal-strength might be "higher" 
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than the second signal-strength threshold during the time period, such a "higher" signal- 
strength in and of itself is not sufficient to prevent deassigment if that time period is too 
short (shorter than the time threshold). Therefore, a mere momentary upward "spike" in 
the signal-strength above the second-signal strength threshold will not be sufficient to 
prevent deassignment. 

It is respectfully submitted that the cited references do not meet the limitations of 
claim 1 that require "determining a time period over which said signal-strength of said 
finger assignment satiates said second signal-strength threshold" and "wherein said finger 
assignment is allowed to be deassigned if said time period fails to satiate a time threshold." 

However, it is the understanding of the Examiner that Bi et al. (U. S. Patent No. 6, 5 15, 
977) does disclose "determining a time period over which said signal-strength of said finger 
assignment satiates said second signal-strength threshold" and "wherein said finger 
assignment is allowed to be deassigned if said time period fails to satiate a time threshold." 

Bi et al. determines a time period during a time interval which the signal strength 
(quality) spends below a threshold (see column 9, lines 33-59), which in effect also measures the 
amount of time the finger spends above (or satiates) the threshold (which is the amount of time 
in the interval the signal quality is not below the threshold). If the time spent below the 
threshold is too long the finger is deassigned. However, if the time spent below the signal 
quality threshold is below the time threshold, the finger remains assigned (see column 10, lines 
4-7). It is the understanding of the Examiner that when the signal quality is not below the 
threshold, it is above the threshold, thus, the signal remains assigned when the signal quality is 
above the threshold for a given amount of the time during the time interval (wherein when the 
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signal is above the signal quality threshold, the signal quality can not be below the signal quality 
threshold, and thus can not meet the time threshold to be deassigned and therefore remains 
assigned as disclosed in column 10, lines 4-7). Thus, if the signal quality is not above the signal 
quality threshold for a given amount of the time (or is below the threshold for a given amount of 
time), the finger is deassigned. Therefore, although Bi et al. does not specifically disclose 
"determining a time period over which said signal-strength of said finger assignment 
satiates said second signal-strength threshold" and "wherein said finger assignment is 
allowed to be deassigned if said time period fails to satiate a time threshold", Bi et al. does 
disclose measuring a time period during a time interval which the signal strength (quality) 
spends below a threshold (see column 9, lines 33-59), which in effect also measures the 
amount of time the finger spends above the threshold (which is the amount of time in the 
interval the signal quality is above the threshold, and based on the time in which the signal 
spends above or below the signal quality threshold as compared to a time threshold during 
the time interval, the finger is de-assigned. Therefore, it is the understanding of the 
Examiner, Bi et al. reads on these limitations. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 1-9, 11,13, 14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daudelin (previously cited in Office Action 6/1/2004) in view of Bi et al. 
(previously cited in Office Action 4/25/2006). 

Regarding claim 1 , Daudelin discloses a method of managing fingers for multipath 
signals in a wireless communication device (Fig. 4), the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving (Fig. 4, block 401, column 4, lines 15-22) the multipath signals at the wireless 
communication device; 

acquiring (Fig. 4, block 411, column 4, lines 33-40) one the multipath signals in a 
searcher portion of the wireless communication device; 

determining (column 4, line 65-column 5, line 3) a SNR level of the one of the multipath 
signals, wherein determining a constituent signals includes a signal quality measurement 
(including SNR) to identify a constituent signal (column 2, lines 5-45); 

evaluating (Fig. 6, column 7, lines 24-50) the one of the multipath signals for 
categorization into one of a plurality of states using at least one SNR threshold, wherein the 
states are as follows: 1) the signal quality is above an assignment or re-establishment threshold; 
2) the signal quality is below a de-assignment threshold; and 3) the signal quality is below an 
assignment or re-establishment threshold, but above a de-assignment threshold and wherein the 
threshold is based on signal quality which can be SNR (see column 2, lines 5-19), therefore 
making the threshold an SNR threshold; 

generating (Fig. 4, blocks 404 and 411, column 6, lines 44-49) a finger assignment by 
selectively providing the one of the multipath signals for a demodulation operation based upon 
its state 



Application/Control Number: 09/678,480 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2611 

receiving (Fig. 4, block 404 and 411, column 4, line 65-column 5, line 45) the finger 
assignment from the searcher portion of the communication device; 

determining (column 5, lines 4-7) a signal-strength of the finger assignment, wherein 
signal quality is a measure of signal strength (column 2, lines 12-15); 

enabling (Fig. 4, block 404, column 6, lines 36-49 and Fig. 6, column 7, lines 29-42) the 
finger assignment for a combine operation if the signal strength for the finger assignment satiates 
a first signal-strength threshold (re-establishment threshold), wherein re-entering the assigned 
state enables the finger assignment for a combine operation (column 5, lines 4-7). 

Daudelin does not disclose preventing the finger assignment from being deassigned if the 
signal strength of the finger assignment satiates a second threshold, the second signal-strength 
threshold being less that the first signal-strength threshold; and determining a time period over 
which the signal-strength of the first assignment satiates the second signal-strength threshold, 
and wherein the finger assignment is allowed to be deassigned if the time period fails to satiate at 
time threshold. 

However, Bi et al. discloses isolating high quality signals to demodulate and combining 
them to estimate the transmitted signal using a finger assignor (see column 2, lines 47-62). The 
finger assignor searches for strong signals and assigns them to a finger of a rake receiver for 
combination (see column 6, lines 6-9). In Fig. 6 of Bi et al, a first signal strength (quality) 
threshold for which the finger assignment must satisfy in order not to be de-assigned and remain 
enabled for a combine operation (see column 6, lines 63-67) is depicted as R1+R2. Bi et al. 
further discloses (see Fig. 7) decreasing (see column 6, line 63-column 7, line 9) the first 
threshold (Ri) to a plurality of second thresholds (R 2 , R3) less than Ri, wherein as along as the 
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signal satisfies these thresholds as shown in Fig. 7, the signal is prevented from being de- 
assigned (see column 7, lines 10-20). Bi et al. also discloses measuring a time period during a 
time interval which the signal strength (quality) spends below a threshold (see column 9, lines 
33-59), which in effect also measures the amount of time the finger spends above the threshold 
(which is the amount of time in the interval the signal quality is above the threshold, and based 
on the time in which the signal spends above or below the signal quality threshold as compared 
to a time threshold during the time interval, the finger is de-assigned. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method/device of Daudelin with the teachings of Bi et al. in order to 
prevent fingers from being deassigned since Bi et al. states preventing some fingers from being 
deassigned can enable the receiver to produce a higher quality estimate of the signal (column 4, 
lines 2-14). 

Regarding claim 2, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses the 
plurality of states includes three hierarchical states (Fig. 6, column 7, lines 24-50), wherein the 
states are as follows: 1) the signal quality is above an assignment or re-establishment threshold; 
2) the signal quality is below a de-assignment threshold; and 3) the signal quality is below an 
assignment or re-establishment threshold, but above a de-assignment threshold. 

Regarding claim 3, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses the 
plurality of states includes an assigned state, wherein the signals associated with the assigned 
state are used for an active demodulation (column 5, lines 4-7), wherein in the assigned state the 
signal quality is above an assignment or re-establishment threshold (column 7, lines 24-50). 



Application/Control Number: 09/678,480 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2611 

Regarding claim 4, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses the 
plurality of states includes a potential state, wherein the signals associated with the potential state 
are not actively used for an active demodulation operation, but which may likely be candidates 
for a future demodulation operation (Fig. 6, column 7, lines 30-37), wherein in the potential 
state, the signal quality is below an assignment or re-establishment threshold, but above a de- 
assignment threshold as increasing towards a an assignment or re-establishment threshold. 

Regarding claim 5, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses the 
plurality of states includes a temporary state, wherein the signals associated with the temporary 
state are not actively used for an active demodulation operation, but which may likely be 
candidates for categorization in a potential state in a future evaluation (Fig. 6, column 7, lines 
30-34), wherein in a temporary state the signal quality is below a de-assignment threshold. 

Regarding claim 6, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses the 
multipath signal is categorized into a state according to SNR level of the multipath signal 
(column 7, lines 24-50), wherein signal quality can be SNR (column 2, lines 12-15). 

Regarding claim 7, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses the 
multipath signal is categorized into a state according to a time period over which the SNR level 
of the multipath signal exists (Fig. 6, column 7, lines 24-50). 

Regarding claim 8, which inherits the limitations of claim 3, Daudelin discloses enabling 
the multipath signal for demodulation if it is categorized in the assigned state (column 5, lines 4- 
7), wherein in the assigned state the signal quality is above an assignment or re-establishment 
threshold (column 7, lines 24-50). 
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Regarding claim 9, Daudelin and Bi et al. do not spefically disclose the first five steps of 
claim 1 are repeated to provide a quantity of multipath signals at least equivalent to a number of 
fingers in a receive portion of the wireless communication device. However, Daudelin discloses 
the more signals (multipath signals) used for demodulation operation (step 5 of claim 1), the 
better the estimate of the transmitted signal in the receiver (column 2, lines 36-42). Bi et al. also 
discloses the more constituent signals obtained as oppose to spurious signals obtained results in a 
higher quality estimate of the transmitted signal (see Bi et al, column 4, lines 2-14). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the method/device of Daudelin and Bi et al. to provide a quantity of multipath signals at least 
equivalent to a number of fingers in a receive portion of the wireless communication device in 
order to generate a high quality estimate of the transmitted signal (see Bi et al, column 4, lines 
2-14) 

Regarding claim 11, which inherits the limitations of claim 10, Bi et al. discloses 
preventing the finger assignment from being deassigned if the time period satiates a time 
threshold (column 9, line 44-column 10, line 6), wherein the finger is prevented from being 
deassigned if the time period at which the finger's strength is above a threshold satiates the time 
(threshold) at which the finger's strength is below a threshold. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in art to include this feature since preventing a 
finger from being deassigned which can enable the receiver to produce a higher quality estimate 
of the signal (see Bi et al, column 4, lines 2-14). 
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Regarding claim 13, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Bi et al. further discloses 
allowing the finger assignment to be de-assigned if the finger assignment fails to satiate the 
second signal-strength threshold (column 9, lines 60-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in art to include this feature since allowing 
finger to be deassigned can enable the receiver to produce a higher quality estimate of the signal 
(see Bi et al, column 4, lines 2-14). 

Regarding claim 14, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses 
demodulating the finger assignment (column 5, lines 4-7). 

Regarding claim 16, which inherits the limitations of claim 1, Daudelin discloses 
categorizing the finger assignment into one of a plurality of states based upon the signal-strength 
of the finger assignment (column 7, lines 24-50), wherein the states are assigned, reserved, and 
inactive. 

Regarding claim 17, which inherits the limitations of claim 10, Daudelin further discloses 
categorizing the finger assignment into one of a plurality of states based upon the signal-strength 
of the finger assignment and based upon the time period over which the signal strength exists 
(column 7, lines 24-50). 

Regarding claim 18, which inherits the limitations of claim 16, Daudelin discloses 
evaluating the finger assignment for the combine operation or for de-assignment based upon its 
state (column 5, lines 4-7 and 36-56). 

4. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Daudelin 
(previously cited in Office Action 6/1/2004) in view of Bi et al. (previously cited in Office 
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Action 4/25/2006) as applied to claims 1-9, 11, 13, 14, and 16-18, and in further view of 
Karlsson et al. (previously cited in Office Action 4/25/2006). 

Regarding claim 15, Daudelin and Bi et al. do not disclose filtering the signal strength of 
the finger assignment as determined in the signal-strength determining step. 

However, Karlsson et al. discloses filtering signal strength measurements using an 
adaptation filter (column 7, lines 16-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method/device of Daudelin and Bi et al. 
with the teachings of Karlsson et al. since Karlsson et al. states filtering can provide 
measurements absent of temporary fluctuations caused by the system in which the measurement 
is performed (column 9, line 65-column 10, line 4). 

5. Claims 19-27, 29, 31, 32, 34-45, 47, 49, 50, and 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Daudelin (previously cited in Office Action 6/1/2004) in view 
of Bi et al. (previously cited in Office Action 4/25/2006) as applied to claims 1-14 and 16-18, 
and in further view of Langberg et al. (previously cited in Office Action 6/1/2004). 

Regarding claim 19, Daudelin a wireless communication device (Fig. 4) for managing 
multipath signals and for managing finger assignment, the communication device comprising: 

a searcher (Fig. 4, block 411) adapted to scan for multipath signals; 

a transceiver coupled to the searcher (Fig. 4, block 407); 

a processor (column 4, block 404), the processor coupled to the searcher; and 

a device (Fig. 4, block 400) to perfoms the steps of: 

receiving (Fig. 4, block 401, column 4, lines 15-22) the multipath signals at the wireless 
communication device; 
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acquiring (Fig. 4, block 411, column 4, lines 33-40) one the multipath signals in a 
searcher portion of the wireless communication device; 

determining (column 4, line 65-column 5, line 3) a SNR level of the one of the multipath 
signals, wherein determining a constituent signals includes a signal quality measurement 
(including SNR) to identify a constituent signal (column 2, lines 5-45); 

evaluating (Fig. 6, column 7, lines 24-50) the one of the multipath signals for 
categorization into one of a plurality of states using at least one SNR threshold, wherein the 
states are as follows: 1) the signal quality is above an assignment or re-establishment threshold; 
2) the signal quality is below a de-assignment threshold; and 3) the signal quality is below an 
assignment or re-establishment threshold, but above a de-assignment threshold and wherein the 
thresholds are based on signal quality which can be SNR (see column 2, lines 5-19), therefore 
making the threshold an SNR threshold; 

generating (Fig. 4, blocks 404 and 411, column 6, lines 44-49) a finger assignment by 
selectively providing the one of the multipath signals for a demodulation operation based upon 
its state 

receiving (Fig. 4, block 404 and 411, column 4, line 65-column 5, line 45) the finger 
assignment from the searcher portion of the communication device; 

determining (column 5, lines 4-7) a signal-strength of the finger assignment, wherein 
signal quality is a measure of signal strength (column 2, lines 12-15); 

enabling (Fig. 4, block 404, column 6, lines 36-49 and Fig. 6, column 7, lines 29-42) the 
finger assignment for a combine operation if the signal strength for the finger assignment satiates 
a first signal-strength threshold (re-establishment threshold), wherein re-entering the assigned 
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state enables the finger assignment for a combine operation (column 5, lines 4-7); 

Daudelin does not disclose preventing the finger assignment from being deassigned if the 
signal strength of the finger assignment satiates a second threshold, the second signal-strength 
threshold being less that the first signal-strength threshold; and determining a time period over 
which the signal-strength of the first assignment satiates the second signal-strength threshold, 
and wherein the finger assignment is allowed to be deassigned if the time period fails to satiate at 
time threshold. 

However, Bi et al. discloses isolating high quality signals to demodulate and combining 
them to estimate the transmitted signal using a finger assignor (see column 2, lines 47-62). The 
finger assignor searches for strong signals and assigns them to a finger of a rake receiver for 
combination (see column 6, lines 6-9). In Fig. 6 of Bi et al, a first signal strength (quality) 
threshold for which the finger assignment must satisfy in order not to be de-assigned and remain 
enabled for a combine operation (see column 6, lines 63-67) is depicted as R1+R2. Bi et al. 
further discloses (see Fig. 7) decreasing (see column 6, line 63-column 7, line 9) the first 
threshold (Ri) to a plurality of second thresholds (R 2 , R3) less than Ri, wherein as along as the 
signal satisfies these thresholds as shown in Fig. 7, the signal is prevented from being de- 
assigned (see column 7, lines 10-20). Bi et al. also discloses measuring a time period during a 
time interval which the signal strength (quality) spends below a threshold (see column 9, lines 
33-59), which in effect also measures the amount of time the finger spends above the threshold 
(which is the amount of time in the interval the signal quality is above the threshold, and based 
on the time in which the signal spends above or below the signal quality threshold as compared 
to a time threshold during the time interval, the finger is de-assigned. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method/device of Daudelin with the teachings of Bi et al. in order to 
prevent fingers from being deassigned since Daudelin Bi et al. states preventing some fingers 
from being deassigned can enable the receiver to produce a higher quality estimate of the signal 
(column 4, lines 2-14). 

Langberg et al. teaches that the method and apparatus for a transceiver warm start 
activation procedure with precoding can be implemented in software stored in a computer- 
readable medium. The computer readable medium is an electronic, magnetic, optical, or other 
physical device or means that can contain or store a computer program for use by or in 
connection with a computer-related system or method (note column 3, lines 5 1-65). One skilled 
in the art at the time the invention was made would have clearly recognized that the method of 
Daudelin and Bi et al. would have been implemented into software. The implemented software 
would perform the same function of the hardware for less expense, greater adaptability, and 
greater flexibility. Therefore, it would have been obvious to have used the software in Daudelin 
and Bi et al. as taught by Langberg et al. in order to reduce cost and improve the adaptability and 
flexibility of the communication system. 

Regarding claims 20-27, 29, 31, 32 and 34-36, which depend on claim 19, the claimed 
device includes features corresponding to the above rejection of claims 2-9, 11, 13, 14 and 16-18 
which is applicable hereto. 

Regarding claims 37-45, 47, 49, 50, and 52-54, Daudelin and Bi et al. discloses all of the 
subject matter as described in the previous rejection (see rejection of claims 1-9, 11, 13, 14, and 
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16-18), except for the method written as a computer program product with a computer readable 
storage medium. 

However, Langberg et al. teaches that the method and apparatus for a transceiver warm 
start activation procedure with precoding can be implemented in software stored in a computer- 
readable medium. The computer readable medium is an electronic, magnetic, optical, or other 
physical device or means that can contain or store a computer program for use by or in 
connection with a computer-related system or method (note column 3, lines 5 1-65). One skilled 
in the art at the time the invention was made would have clearly recognized that the method of 
Daudelin would have been implemented into software. The implemented software would 
perform the same function of the hardware for less expense, greater adaptability, and greater 
flexibility. Therefore, it would have been obvious to have used the software in Daudelin and Bi 
et al. as taught by Langberg et al. in order to reduce cost and improve the adaptability and 
flexibility of the communication system. 

6. Claims 33 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Daudelin (previously cited in Office Action 6/1/2004) in view of Bi et al. (previously cited in 
Office Action 4/25/2006) and in view of Langberg (previously cited in Office Action 6/1/2004) 
as applied to claims 19-32, 34-50 and 52-54, and in further view of Karlsson et al. (previously 
cited in Office Action 4/25/2006). 

Regarding claims 33 and 51, Daudelin, Bi et al, and Langberg et al. do not disclose 
filtering the signal strength of the finger assignment as determined in the signal-strength 
determining step. 
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However, Karlsson et al. discloses filtering signal strength measurements using an 
adaptation filter (column 7, lines 16-30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method/device of Daudelin, Bi et al, 
and Langberg et al. with the teachings of Karlsson et al. since Karlsson et al. states filtering can 
provide measurements absent of temporary fluctuations caused by the system in which the 
measurement is performed (column 9, line 65-column 10, line 4). 



Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CURTIS B. ODOM whose telephone number is (571)272-3046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shuwang Liu can be reached on 571-272-3036. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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